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June 10th (elections)  
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The Edmonton Stamp Club dates 

back to 1912. The Club is Life 

Chapter #6 of the Royal Philatelic 

Society of Canada and Chapter #680 

of the American Philatelic Society.  

The editor welcomes 

communications of all kinds–

letters, comments and articles.  

Deadline, 7 days before first 

monthly meeting.  These may be forwarded to Fred Tauber, Edmonton 

Stamp Club, Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2J6, click “contact” on our 

website or email to fxtauber@shaw.ca    
 

2018 - 2019      Board of Directors 
                                                   Area code   780- 

Barnes, Richard    President                   488-5288      rtbarnes@shaw.ca 

Schutte, Robert  Past President             989-1260     rschutte@telusplanet.net 

Dykstra, Ed          Vice President            587-341-0804      eddykstra@shaw.ca 

Lockau, Jim  Vice President           467-4825      jimlockau@gmail.com 

Rod Verrier          Treasurer                    489-7506     vcorp1@telus.net 

                              (summer meeting coordinator) 

Stein, Warren Secretary              463-9881      warren.stein@worleyparsons.com 

                               (Archivist) 

Tauber, Fred  Membership              469-3034     fxtauber@shaw.ca 

    (Webmaster-edmontonstampclub.com & Editor-Bulletin) 

Kuester, Peter  Director                     451-0520     peju@shaw.ca       

                              (Circuits Manager) 

Ellis, David  Director        457-7491     dwellis@shaw.ca 

Pacey, Jeff  Director        989-3491     jpacey@telus.net                  

Spencer, Keith  Director                    437-1787     keithrspencer41@gmail.com 

                (NWFSC, RPSC liaison) 

Hetke. Dave          Director                    909-3974     davehetke@yahoo.com 

Wissink, Barend    Director                   922-5019     wissink@mcsnet.ca 

Fast, Malcom         Director                   966-2812     mfast@beyondnumbers.ca 

Ken Bailey             Director                   990-4879     kbailey1@telusplanet.net 

Gary Belyea           Director                   483-7099     belyeagary@gmail.com 

Dave Pattison         Director                   914-7742     pattisond@gmail.com 

 

Piercey, David        BNAPS liaison       437-2771     dpiercey@telus.net 

Kelly Liusz-Moser     Spring Show coordinator   569-0044     liuszmoser@gmail.com 

            

Advertising rate schedule: Full page $30, half page $18.  Nonmembers, $1.00 per line up to 5 

lines.  Ten issue discount 20%. Five issue discount 10%.  Members, Free, up to 5 lines.  

Contact Fred Tauber at fxtauber@shaw.ca or Edmonton Stamp Club by mail. 
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Big Changes Coming – President’s Message 
 

     It is time to think about the upcoming elections for the Edmonton 

Stamp Club Board in June.  The costs of operating for the ESC are 

going up as you know from the rising costs you face in your day to 

day living.  How the ESC will deal with this fact of increasing costs 

will be decided by the Board you elect this June.  There will have to 

be a balance arrived at between Club income and Club programs. 

Questions such as do we increase membership fees, do we introduce a 

two-tier membership system, one rate for members wanting a black 

and white paper Bulletin and another rate for members wanting a 

color emailed issue of the Bulletin? 

 

     Because of family obligations two members of our present 

financial team, Rod Verrier and Jim Louchau are leaving their ESC 

treasurer functions.  We need a new Treasurer.  This may result in a 

very different payment system for our regular meeting auctions.   

 

     We are maintaining our membership numbers, barely.  The newly 

elected Board must address this issue.  Both the quality of the 

programs and services available hinges on the membership number. 

The mean age of the present membership is a critical factor in the 

expected short-term necessity to replace our volunteers providing 

present services.  

 

     Not only do we, as members of the Edmonton Stamp Club need to 

think long and hard about participating in and/electing the new ESC 

Board in June.  We must think about what services the Club is 

providing and how we as members can assist the Club if we want the 

Club to remain the most active stamp Club in Canada.  

 

Richard Barnes 
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NOTICE 

Edmonton executive elections 

June 10th meeting 
 

 

HACKERS TRY TO GET YOUR PERSONAL INFORMATION 

A recent form of phishing is rampant on the internet.  They use 
public information about the ESC board of directors and send 
requests for payment from these names.   Delete, do not reply. 
 
 

The Summer Meeting & Auction 
July 29th, 2019 – Central Lions Rec. Center 

 

 

DOOR PRIZE 

No Name Tag – No Prize 

At the regular meetings 
 

Dave Ellis asks members if they have any bulk stamps to 
donate to the club for the kiloware table?  I am running low on 
stamps that have not been put out already.  You can just bring 
them to any meeting. 

 

 

Trading Post 
 

Frank von Hausen,      fvhstamps.com,      1-866-684-8408,      

Email: fvhstamps@aol.com.  We buy & sell stamps of Canada, 

European, foreign and topicals.  Postcards, postal history covers, 

Catalogues, Albums & accessories.  Many discount prices.  

Weekly auctions. 
 

 

Dominica #85_MH, (17 bids) $192 
 
(Ebay) 

http://www.fvhstamps.com/
mailto:fvhstamps@aol.com
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Barend Wissink 
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Topical Coconuts #3 
 

By: Ed Pitts 
 

     Welcome to the third installment of “Astronomers on Stamps”! 

Have I been writing this column for that long?  Wow, how time flies 

when you are having fun.  This month’s lucky subject is Hipparchus 

of Nicaea (c. 190 = c. 120 BC).  Yes, I know, another old Greek guy 

(insert heavy sigh here).  Is that a testament to a possible bias in our 

Western history or an indication that other civilizations just weren’t 

fortunate enough to have record of their discoveries survive?  

Probably some of both. 

     Born in Nicaea, in the Kingdom of Bithynia (now Turkey), and 

probably breathing his last on the island of Rhodes in current day 

Greece, what makes our friend eligible for fame and a mention in this 

column?  Well, after reading an extensive list of his discoveries and 

accomplishments, including the establishment of trigonometry,  I 

have come to the conclusion that this dude is a prime candidate for the 

“Greatest Astronomer You Never Heard About” award.  He is most 

famous, though, for his discovery of the precession of the equinoxes, 

a discovery made in passing, while working on other projects.  Right 

now, if you are anything like me, you are likely asking yourself just 

what the heck is the precession of the equinoxes.  To cite Wikipedia: 

In astronomy, axial precession is a gravity-induced, 

slow, and continuous change in the orientation of an 

astronomical body's rotational axis.  In particular, it can 

refer to the gradual shift in the orientation of Earth's axis 

of rotation in a cycle of approximately 25,772 years. 

This is similar to the precession of a spinning-top, with 

the axis tracing out a pair of cones joined at their apices. 

The term "precession" typically refers only to this 

largest part of the motion; other changes in the 

alignment of Earth's axis—nutation and polar motion—

are much smaller in magnitude. 

In layman’s terms, as best as I can translate, it means that because the 

earth is tilted in its axis, and wobbles around like a spinning top, an 

arrow exiting the North Pole straight up describes a circle. Right now, 

that arrow is pointing to Polaris, current holder of the title of North or 

Pole Star.  This arrow will circle around, pointing to other stars, such  
Next page 



9       E.S.C. BULLETIN     Volume 108, Number 6 
 

as Thuban in the constellation Draco, before returning to point back 

again at Polaris, in constellation Ursa Minor in a little less than 

26,000 years from now.  Even though I enjoy astronomy and there 

might be a stamp or two issued to commemorate this historic event, I 

do not think I will wait up for it. 

     As mentioned, this is only one of many discoveries Hipparchus 

made as an astronomer, mathematician and geographer.  Quite the 

brilliant mind.  I encourage you to find out more about this fascinating 

figure. 

Greece, Scott #835 

 

     The stamp I have included 

showing the profile of 

Hipparchus was issued on Oct. 

21, 1965. His visage is paired 

with that of an astrolabe, a 

device used to tell time at night 

from the position of the stars. 

Some researchers believe he was responsible for the development of 

this device but that seems to be open to debate. 

     Well, that’s it for this month. I hope you got some enjoyment and 

perhaps a bit of astronomical enlightenment from my little tale of 

Hipparchus of Nicaea. See you next time. 

 

 
 

FDC                                                                               Ed Pitts 
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Meeting Dates 

The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the cafeteria of 

St. Joseph High School, 10830 - 109 Street.  Park to the north of the school 

and use the main entrance at the south-east corner of the school.  For 

information about the club call 780-488-5288 or 780-437-1787. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Edmonton BNAPS (British North America Philatelic Society) meets from 

time to time.   All BNAPSers welcome.  For information contact David 

Piercey at 780-437-2771 or Steven Friedenthal at 780-721-3669. 

 

Latest Ebay 

    

Canada #4_U, (22 bids) $32   /   Canada #4d_U, (25 bids) $221 

    
Canada #46_MH, (18 bids) $104  /  Canada #47_MH, (20 bids) $116 

2019 
  

  

May 13th & 27th  

June 10th (elections) 
 

 

  

Red Deer Meeting 
 

May 25th ,2019 
 

Summer 

Meeting/Auction  

July 29th,2019 
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Why Do I Collect….. 
 

     During the Christmas break while surfing through the general 

interest items in Google news one caught my eve….Collectables That 

Are Worthless.  Thinking that I could identify most of the list, I was 

curious what would be written.  Sure enough Stamps was on the list, 

as well as vinyl records, Beanie Babies, Happy Meal Toys, comic 

books, Norman Rockwell collector plates, Cabbage Patch kids, 

Hummel figurines, baseball cards from the 80’s and 90’s, and a few 

more.  Keith Spencer could tell many stories about collections that are 

passed along as part of an estate where the new ‘owner’ cannot 

believe that there is not a fortune in the collection. 

     I believe that the article was fair in its evaluation of stamp 

collecting.  It noted that stamps are filled with variables; condition, 

age and rarity play a big part in any potential value.  One interesting 

sentence was the advice not to collect any postage stamps from the 

past 70 years, which I believe most of us could agree with.  I know for 

me stamp collecting is my hobby, and if anything shows any value, 

well it is like winning a lottery. 

Enjoy your hobby. 

 

 
Jim Lockau 
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A Label’s Story 
 

     I was asked if I could identify the stamp that this label was 

attached to?   

 

Just like my fellow stamp 

collector who sent me the label I 

checked my German stamp 

catalogues and clipping files 

paying attention to the year 1941 

and Semi-Postal stamps.  I, in turn 

could not find the label/stamps. 

When in doubt read the writing on 

the stamp.  I then checked the web 

for Cerveny Kriz.  He was the 

founder of the German Red Cross. 

While reading the Red Cross 

articles I located the label.  It is 

part of an issue of two semi-postal stamps issued by Czechoslovakia-

Bohemia and Moravia stamp Scott # B3-4 (Fig 2 & 3).  The funds 

from these semi-postal stamps went to the German Red Cross.  These 

stamps were issued on 20 April 1941 which was Hitler’s birthday.  I 

do not know if there is any significance in the date of issue.  

 

    
 

GERMANY-BOHEMIA & MOVARIA_Michel 63-64, red cross tabs 
 

Vertical and Horizontal 

Richard Barnes 
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THE PANAMA CANAL STORY - Part 8       

Continued from March 2019  

Pages from the award-winning Exhibit 
Ray Ireson 

 
 

Next Page 
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To be continued 
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The Stamp Gallery 
 

Featuring Canada, British Colonies, Europe 
And the Rest Of The World 

 

     
 

Ihor Rudyk 

14027-101 Ave.        open:  Thursday to Saturday 
Edmonton, Alberta                                          10am to 5 pm 
T5N 0K2                                            Phone:  780-760-6078 

email:   ivrudyk@shaw.ca 
Over 500 Red Boxes 

Half Catalogue Or Less 

 

 

Recent Ebay 

         
France #63a_MH, (16 bids) $108 / #1_MH, (32 bids) $686 / #24_MH, (32 bids) $597 

       
France #41c_U, (25 bids) $313 / #47a_MH, (34 bids) $490 / #54_MH, (17 bids) $208 

mailto:ivrudyk@shaw.ca
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