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The Edmonton Stamp Club dates 
back to 1912. The Club is Life 
Chapter #6 of the Royal Philatelic 
Society of Canada and Chapter 
#680 of the American Philatelic 
Society. The editor welcomes 
communications of all kinds –
letters, comments, and articles.    
These may be forwarded to John-

Paul Himka, Edmonton Stamp Club, Box 399, Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 
2J6, or click “contact” on our website (edmontonstampclub.ca) or email 
to jhimka@ualberta.ca.     
 

 

2024 - 2025      Board of Directors 
 

Area code   780 (unless otherwise noted) 
 

Pattison, Dave President 914-7742  pattisond(at)ymail.com  
Dykstra, Ed Vice-President 587-341-0804  eddykstra(at)shaw.ca     
Barnes, Richard Vice-President 488-5288 rtbarnes(at)shaw.ca 
Heibert, Brian Treasurer 977-7337  bdh.ent00(at)gmail.com       
Himka, John-Paul Secretary, Bulletin Editor  695-7903  jhimka(at)ualberta.ca 
Tauber, Fred Membership 469-3034   fxtauber(at)shaw.ca  
Lockau, Jim            Director        467-4825    russiancollection1975(at)gmail.com  
Spencer, Keith Director   437-1787              keithrspencer41(at)gmail.com      
                (NWFSC, RPSC liaison) 
Pacey, Jeff Director    721-2877  jpacey(at)telus.net     
Hetke, Dave          Director   909-3974  davehetke(at)yahoo.com  
Boyce, Mark Director  913-3474    boyce(at)ualberta.ca  
Friedenthal, Steven Director 721-3669   stevenfr1(at)telus.net     
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Kuester, Peter Circuits Manager   451-0520 peju(at)shaw.ca 
     
 
Advertising rate schedule: Full page $30, half page $18. Nonmembers, 
$1.00 per line up to 5 lines. Ten issue discount 20%. Five issue discount 
10%. Members, free, up to 5 lines. Contact Fred Tauber at 
fxtauber(at)shaw.ca or Edmonton Stamp Club by mail. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

 

At our May club meeting, two 
members volunteered to 
contact Edmonton area school 
boards to make a list of school 
stamp clubs. We’re blessed 
when hands go up to volunteer. 
When we had the Paul Kane 
stamp club visit us in April, 
there was such an awareness of 
sharing resources. Plus future 
members who will add to the 
collective knowledge base. 
 

Speaking of new members, I look forward to welcoming Dora to our 
club at a future meeting. I wonder what her stamp collecting 
interests are? Stay tuned. 
 
We started a table for discussion of member interests at our last 
meeting. Your President (me) was one of the ones who sat there and 
discussed his interest in World War II naval covers. Anyhow, the  
table is behind where Diane sits to sell 50/50 and where  Brian gives 
out sales money. 
Reminder: elections 23 June. 
 
Happy collecting. 
 
Be like a postage stamp. Stick to one thing until you get there. Josh 
Billings. 
 

David V. Pattison 
President 
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Maps on Stamps 
Tim Graff 

tbgraff(at)gmail.com 
 

With the advent of GPS maps built into our 
smartphones, the need for physical maps and a copilot 
(code name for “wife”) to read those maps while driving, 
has largely disappeared. Even so, most of us who belong 
to this grand club grew up with those physical maps, and 
I suspect, also enjoyed scanning them for all their juicy 
details. 

Like my grandson, who even today enjoys drawing maps 
at the age of six, I also remember drawing maps as a 
child. For me they became a picture of a place I had 
never been to. Later, it would become a safe way to travel 
to places in the world I would never risk going to. As I got 
older, the map became more limited to practical matters 
like determining the best route from point A to point B. 

It is with this in mind that I began to think about maps 
that have been pictured on stamps. Apparently, this is 
actually a specialized area within the hobby, known as 
“Cartophilately.” To illustrate the passion that some 
people have for this subsection of our hobby I draw your 
attention to a man by the name of Allan Lee. 

For thirty-four years he researched this topic of maps on 
stamps and in 1977 donated to the Smithsonian 
Institute his life’s work in twenty-six volumes. His 
collection included some 7500 examples of mainly 
accurate maps, but also some showing the inaccuracy of 
maps on stamps. A more detailed article on his collection  
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can be found at this web address:   

https://postalmuseum.si.edu/exhibition/allan-lee-
collection-of-map-stamps-volume-6.  

These maps on stamps offer us numerous insights. Allow 
me to mention just a couple. They can sometimes help us 
see the growth or changes in a country, like this set 
below from Canada illustrating the evolution of our 
country. 

 

Some map stamps show us the darker times in human 
history when dictators and foreign armies overwhelmed 
nations. 

Colnect currently lists over 21,000 stamps in this 
thematic category. If you had asked me how many map 
stamps Canada had I would never have guessed that 
there were actually 227 stamps connected to this theme. 
I’ll leave you with some Canadian and Newfoundland 
samples. 

 (Left) Map of 
Newfoundland and 
Labrador with re-entry 
doubling on the Map. 

 (Right) 1898 Canada 
Map Stamp - Plate 
position 89 Re-entry,         

Oceans in Lavender 
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This 12c dark blue, perf. 12 
stamp showing a map of Canada 
(Scott 145) was issued 29 June 
1927 as the highest denomination 
of a 5-stamp set commemorating 
the 60th year of the Canadian 

Confederation. 

John-Paul commented that my articles are refreshingly 
short. Perhaps if I had as much experience in stamp 
collecting as I do in preaching, my articles would be as 
long as a sermon. You can thank God this is not the 
case. 

Member #2609...oh ya...Brian told me I’m now #2613! 

Tim Graff 

The Good Old Days 
 

jpacey(at)telus.net 
 

A coworker found this in a ceiling space. He saved it and gave it to 
me knowing that I’m a stamp collector. Stamp collecting was so 
popular with smokers that stamps were advertised on match packs. 
 

 

 

 

 



Page 7       E.S.C. BULLETIN                   Volume 114, Number 6 
 

A First in First Day Covers 
Judy Madden 

headachesolvers(at)gmail.com 
 

 
 
I will start out by saying that I am not a First Day Cover collector. This 
does not mean that I do not have First Day Covers in my collection. If 
someone gives me a First Day Cover I will certainly thank them and 
give it a home in my collection. Generally speaking, I do not buy 
them. They take up more space than a stamp, and my collection has 
outgrown the shelf I put them on. Also, they are more expensive 
than stamps and I already spend way too much on stamps and the 
supplies that one needs to collect them. 
This USA First Day Cover is the only one I have ever purchased. It is 
not an expensive cover, but it has a lot going for it in the interest 
department. It celebrates Canada’s centennial. The cachet is a 
picture of Canada’s Fathers of Confederation. (I will assume it is a 
real picture of the Fathers of Confederation even though there were 
a couple of 1897 Newfoundland stamps that were printed in the USA 
that were not what they purported to be.) Unfortunately, the picture 
does not include Joey Smallwood, because Newfoundland joined 
Canada in 1949. (Nowadays we could just morph him into the 
picture.) 
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The most interesting thing about this First Day Cover is that it is the 
first US stamp to have first day ceremonies and cancellation on 
foreign soil - in Montreal. Canada. This is not a rare or expensive First 
Day Cover. However, like most things philatelic, it shows that you 
don’t have to bankrupt yourself to have something interesting in 
your collection. 
 

The Editor as Predator 
 

John-Paul Himka 
jhimka(at)ualberta.ca 

 
This is a shorter issue than most of the ones I have been producing. I 
thought of the last issue as a real blockbuster, twenty pages, with 
two long articles that I thought were fantastic. There was so much 
excellent material that I had to postpone Tim Graff’s submission 
about maps on stamps from the previous to the present issue. One 
of my long articles last issue, the one on Keith Spencer, was 
reprinted from a very old issue of this very Bulletin. Sometimes I like 
to scavenge. 
 But I am really looking for live prey, i.e., authors who will feed 
me and our Bulletin. So if you have something you think will interest 
other club members, please write it up and submit it to me. I have 
years of experience fixing up people’s writing, so you won’t 
embarrass yourself if you misspell “embarass” or confuse “it’s” with 
“its” or aren’t sure whether to capitalize a particular Word or Not.  
 When you submit to our Bulletin you immediately achieve 
philatelic fame. Of course the same is true if you win the 50/50 and 
your picture appears in the Bulletin; but authorship is the better 
route to follow. There is nothing you can do that will guarantee you 
win the 50/50. But it’s (its?) in your own power and agency to make 
yourself one of those famous people of whom collectors worldwide 
will say “Did you see x’s article in the ESC Bulletin? Wow!”  
 So please contribute. Smokey Bear (where is he now when 
we need him?) used to say: “Only you can prevent forest fires.” Your 
editor says: “Only you can make the Bulletin interesting.” 



Page 9       E.S.C. BULLETIN    Volume 114, Number 6 
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• A headline on the website of Canadian Stamp News reads: 

“Postal dispute stalls over arbitration terms.” Hmmm. I 
thought the big issue was that there was a shortage of 
Sharpie markers for cancelling stamps.  

• Subscribers to CSN can read what looks to be an article both 
interesting and timely: “HBC’s Legacy through Postal History.”  

• A 22-minute video from the CBC on why people still collect 
stamps: https://vicstamps.com/cbc-news-why-people-still-
collect-stamps/  

• A question to reflect upon: “When was the last time you 
received a piece of mail with a commemorative stamp 
decently cancelled?”  

• Want to keep up with all the auctions? Here’s how: 
https://stampauctionnetwork.com/auctions.cfm  

• On 10 June, the US released a Barbara Bush forever stamp. 
Read all about it: https://stamps.org/news/c/news/cat/us-
new-issues/post/usps-presents-barbara-bush-
commemorative-forever-stamp  
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The Winners 

 

    
Arif Sheena 
won the door 
prize on 26 May 

Ian Campbell 
won $35 in 
the 50/50, 26 
May 

Dave Hetke 
won the door 
prize on 9 June 

Brian Heibert, 
our treasurer, 
won $26.50 in 
the 50/50 on 
9 June 
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Meeting Dates 
 

The Edmonton Stamp Club meets Mondays at 6:00 p.m. in the 
cafeteria of St. Joseph High School, 10830-109 Street.  Park to the 
north of the school and use the main entrance at the southeast 
corner of the school.  For information about the club call 780-467-
4825 or 780-437-1787. 
 

2024-25 
 

Only one meeting left this season: 23 June 
And it’s election day! 

 
2025-26 

 
8 and 22 September     6 and 20 October 
3 and 17 November              1 and 15 December 
12 and 26 January                9 and 23 February 
9 and 30 March         13 and 27 April 
11 and 25 May            8 and 22 June 
 

DUES are DUE 
30 June for 2025-2026 club year 

Individual $35, Family $45 
+ $10 fee for printed and mailed Bulletin 

(no fee to receive Bulletin by email) 
 

SUMMER AUCTION, MONDAY 14 JULY 
 

From 5:00 until 10:00 at Central Lion’s Recreation 
Center, 11113-113 St. 
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